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Dr. Bastian received his medical training at the Ludwig Maximilian University in Munich, Germany, where he completed his thesis in 1989 with magna cum laude. He did his residency in dermatology and allergy at the University of Würzburg, Germany, where he worked as an attending until 1997. He joined Dr. Daniel Pinkel’s laboratory at UCSF to apply molecular genetic techniques to benign and malignant melanocytic tumors. In 1999 Dr. Bastian joined the faculty and started his own research laboratory continuing his analyses of molecular genetics of melanocytic neoplasms with a particular focus on the discovery of genetic alterations that can assist in the diagnosis, classification, and therapy of melanoma. Dr. Bastian’s contribution include the discovery of specific mutations that occur in clinically defined subsets of melanoma and support the notion of biologically distinct subtypes of the disease. Among them, mutations in KIT that he found to occur in less frequent subsets of melanoma have emerged as a promising therapeutic target. Dr. Bastian has also identified genetic alterations that can help classify lesions that are difficult to diagnoses as benign or malignant by histopathology. He has received several awards for his research. Dr. Bastian currently leads the skin cancer research and clinical effort at UCSF and participates in the care of melanoma patients. 
